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Definitive abstract for paper presentation at the coupDefouet International
Congress

Klein Tires: Advertising and Modernisme in early 20th century Barcelona. |

The company Klein, which was founded at the turn of the 20th century, began
production of pneumatic tires at a factory located in the Poblenou area in
Barcelona in 1905. Klein was the only local company of this type in Spain for
nearly two decades, and was competing against strong foreign and import
brands such as Michelin, Continental, Dunlop or Pirelli. A differentiated
advertising strategy, which was based on the contributions of local artists,
culminated in the Klein Poster Competition in 1917. The competition attracted
important artists such as Ramon Casas, Josep Triad6 and other Catalan and
Spanish artists who were involved in the development and establishment of the
Modernisme in Catalonia and in promoting the Art Noveau in Spain. This
paper, which has been based on the study of contemporary sources, recalls
the corporate history and the advertising influence of Klein’s activity in
modernist Barcelona.

Neumaéticos Klein: Publicidad y Modernismo en los inicios del siglo XX en
Barcelona

La casa Klein, fundada en el debut del siglo XX, comenzé en 1905 la
produccion de neumaticos desde su fabrica en el barrio barcelonés del
Poblenou. Klein fue la GUnica compafia autdctona de este tipo que existi6 en el
mercado espariol durante practicamente dos décadas, compitiendo con
potentes marcas foraneas y de importacion como Michelin, Continental,
Dunlop o Pirelli. Una actividad publicitaria diferenciada, basada en la
aportacion de los artistas locales, culminé en 1917 con la convocatoria del
Concurso de Carteles Klein. El concurso atrajo a figuras de la talla de Ramon
Casas, Josep Triado y otros artistas catalanes y espafoles que participaron en
el desa-rrollo e implantacion del Modernisme en Catalunya y en la difusion del
Art Noveau en Espafia. El presente articulo, basado en el estudio de fuentes
de la época, rescata la historia corporativa y la influencia publicitaria de la
actividad de Klein en la Barcelona modernista.
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